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3 sin © 
with Me © German Militarism: 
worshippe e 
ened 1h Crushed 1945 Revived 1951 
into 
by LT. COL. BASIL DAVIDSON M.C. 
y the wil ONDAY, Dec. 18, was a black day for Europe. It may well prove 
ay whol to have been the blackest day since Neville Chamberlain helped 
ane | Hitler to swallow up Czechoslovakia. 
 weeketa On that day the Governments se 
“in taal Be, Utited States, France| and wiwaT WILL THE GERMAN 
in. 23 Vitain, acting through their Foreign ; 
“There aim) “inisters and Defence Ministers, ARMY LOOK LIKE? 
2 very a ee to raise and arm a new AT Stuttgart an attempt was made to 
know | rman army. find out how many volunteers would be 
today wi) They decided that this German army ready to join a future German Army. The 
a gw) WOuld be given a Luftwaffe. They following presented themselves: 
Chris | Authorised the new Supreme Commander, - ae 
-ountriaeld 7€neral Eisenhower, to employ German Of Icers aK 
aed the Generals on high positions on his. staff. mer Beanies se 
7 N) They opened the way for a new Wehr- Men te on 
se the macht. “That the officers and NCOs want to get 
PREDPEGMMETITLER'S GENERALS WILL COME BACK ae te eee German nactist, “But 
Mr. Atlee A new Wehrmacht? Perhaps not so new. who would have thought there were still 
vho_ pros These German units—no matter what three fools willing to become soldiers?” 
or the pu initial form they may take—will be 
d burn commanded by the generals of the last 
inno’ World War: Russians will stand by and watch their 
Naga By Guderan, who broke through at Sedan worst enemy re-armed and re-equipped? 


in 1940, By Von Manteuffel, who did the 
Staff work for some of Hitler’s campaigns 


s. ®n the eastern front. By Von Schwern, 

: Who commanded an armoured division for 

ance & Wo years and more in Russia. By Halder 

is rem Who was Hitler’s chief-of-staff in 1940 and, 

tten) M his own words, “a fanatical supporter of 

Rn bo the invasion of England.” By men of this 
huma Tecord and reputation. 

huse Wi Behind these commanders of the second 

them |? World War there stand in Germany 

|, today the industrialists and bankers who 

| at financed Hitler, provided Hitler with the 

an ato sinmews of war, and profitted without 

any mercy from the loots of Hitler’s con- 

used, quests. 


. Meditating between these generals and 
Mdustrialists of the Second World War 
Pe Cre are the old-guard nationalist poli- 


nergy. tilans who are today the political masters 
t it Pe) ™ Western Germany. Men such as 
Adenauer, 


WILL RUSSIA STAND AND WATCH ? 


These German leaders say openly that 
aeY are ready to rearm only—in the words 
ot Kurt Schumacher—if they can _ be 
defended by the West “offensively against 
e East” — offensiv nach dem Osten 
Ry feidigt. In straight terms this means 
4 <Y want to be able to begin the war to 
They want preventive 


‘tend Germany. 
“8Y, that is, aggressive war. ; 
Are we foals enough to think that the 


——_ 


Wehrmacht may start war 


GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
REFUSE SUPPORT 
— says UDC 


#4 RESOLUTION urging the Government 
_ to give no further support to the 
Tming of Europe as this might precipi- 
: 4 third World War, was passed at the 
yp tual general meeting of the Union of 
; Recratic Control last week. 
Sip tasley Martin, Editor of the New 
Stesman, was in the chair. 
Set’ further asked the Government to 
ake it clear that the British people are 
SperePared to enter a war against China.” 
F © resolution on Germany said the 
* Was convinced that proposals for the 


Reset! Germans must lead to the re- 
weston of the Wehrmacht and thus pre- 
Dyete a world war, ; 

© Government, it said, should refuse 
Meeort to this and urge an early top level 
f .t& of the Great Powers. The future 
macetmany could be discussed at such a 
eng without being prejudiced by any 
\ “p. 2ecisions on German rearnfament. 
: Yo China, the resolution asked the 
Koeenment. to supoprt a cease-fire in 
ek; 2nd insist on the admission of the 
' UN oovernment to its rightful place in 


s Government should further insist 
rte Cairo and Potsdam decisions that 
ews? is a part of China be put into 
te ai.24 that no further support be given 
Whi Kai-shek. 

on © Not desiring to hurt Britain’s re- 
Ritch with USA, the resolution urged the 
at, « Government to inform the U.S. 
rites failing adoption of such policies, 
will not permit her forces to be 
= Into an unnecessary and calami- 
against China.” 


MS War 


WOULD YOU TAKE PART? 


Which ever way you look at it, the re- 
armament of Germany brings Europe to 
the brink of world war. 

But the re-armament of Germany is 
not yet an accomplished fact. Much time 
must pass before the Brussels decisions 
are put into effect. There is still a 
chance to reverse these decisions, 

The re-armament of Germany would pose 
a new question for those who are not 
pacifists. 

Would you be prepared to take part in 
a war which your own Government had 
helped to provoke, which involved the risk 
of seeing England go down in the smoke 
and flame of atomic warfare, which made 
you fight shoulder to shoulder with the men 
you spent six years of your life in trying 
te defeat and disarm ? 

I, for one, have come to the conclusion 
that I would not. 


Tt! 


OT 


“Come on, sir— have a go! 


THREEPENCE 


He thanked God for 


atom - 


bomb 


«UN - CHRISTIAN AND UNREALISTIC” 


6 


: E evidently worship different 


— replies scientist 
Gods. I cannot imagine that the God 


of the New Testament could bless the deliberate blasting, 


burning, and blinding of thousands 


of His children,” says Dr. Kathleen 


Lonsdale, FRS, in a letter to The Times, replying to a correspondent who 
had thanked God for the existence of the atom bomb. 


The USSR (continues Dr. Lonsdale’s 
letter) does not pretend to be a Christian 
nation. Wedo. It seems to me axiomatic 
that a foreign policy based on fear, sus- 
picion and threats is un-Christian, and 
that it is, therefore, essentially unrealistic, 
carrying within itself the seeds of its own 
failure. 

The extent to which suspicion can be car- 
ried is well illustrated by the fact that Mr. 
Robert Boothby regards it as sinister that 
“not a single battalion of the Russian Army 
has been committed to action anywhere”; so 
sinister that he advocates the appearance of 
substantial American and British Forces 
upon the Continent of Europe, presumably 
in order to provoke Russia to military action 
by the rearming of Germany. 


Why should bomb restrain Russia? 


To some of us who regard ourselves as 
good democrats, it seems plain crazy that 
“the acceptance of Japan and Germany as 
equal partners in the struggle against Rus- 
sian Imperialism” (Mr. L .D. Gammans in 
The Times of December 19) can be serious- 
ly advocated five years after the end of a 
war undertaken with Russia as an equal 
partner, to put an end to their militarism 
and imperialistic aggression. 

“Whom the Gods wish to destroy they 
first drive mad.” 


To provoke Russia to action ? 


Is it the possession by the United States 
of a stockpile of atomic bombs that restrains 
Russia from the invasion of Europe ? 


Why should it, if, as some of your corre- 
spondents state, the uranium bomb is really 
no different from the more “ ordinary ” 
methods of mass-destruction, except in pos- 
sibiy' being a more humane killer? 


If the Russians invaded Europe they 


a 


} treat of all—contact with “the out 


would expect to bomb and be bombed, any- 
ow. 


May it not be possible that they are as 
sick of war as we are, and have no inten- 
tion of marching West? 


“Nonsense about atomic weapon.” 


In any case, this assumed equality of kind 
of atomic and ordinary bombs is nonsense. 
An atomic bomb is a combination of high- 
explosive, incendiary and poison gas, with 
genetic effects which, because recessive, are 
still uncertain. 


If the atomic bomb had been just an- 
other bomb, why should scientists, to 
whom joint political and social action is 
unfamiliar and distasteful, have united 
themselves in the United States into the 
Federation of Atomic Scientists and in 
this country into the Atomic Scientists’ 
Association (of which Sir George Thom- 
son has long been a Vice-President) main- 
ly to work for atomic energy control ? 


Mr. Victor Feather, in your columns of 
December 18, states that “inspection alone 
is insufficient and the weight of scientific 
evidence on thiss point is heavily against 
Professor Bernal.” 


“Agree with thine adversary quickly” 


Please let us be fair; Professor Bernal 
did not say that it was sufficient. He advo- 
cated an “inspection and control system” 
not subject to veto, with eventual negotia- 
tion and disarmament. What else have wa 
scientists, here and in the United States, 
consistently to ask for ? Must we cease to 
ask for it because we disagree with Pro- 
fessor Bernal’s political views ? 


Now that President Truman and the 
Warsaw declaraation have both stated 
that in respect of disarmament, conven- 
tional armaments (including armed 
forces), and atomic weapons, must be con- 
sidered together, why cannot we re-open 

negotiations? 


Surely it is a good Christian precept to 


“agree with thine adversary quickly, while 
thou art in the way with him.” 


“UN the aggressor” 
— British diplomat 


se MPPHE American attitude to China is 

- condemned by all who believe that 
truth and justice should be the over-riding 
considerations in a nation’s dealings with 
other nations,” Sir J. T. Pratt writes in 
epee to the Manchester Guardian (Dec. 
22). 

Sir John, who was for many years in the 
Diplomatic Service in China and is 
Director of British and Chinese Corpora- 
tion, continues: 

“The American people are so frightened 
that they believe that an _ unfriendly 
Government in control of a place like 
Formosa, many thousands of miles from 
their Pacific coast would constitute a threat 
to American security. . 

“They have decided therefore to re- 
pudiate the promise made jn 1943 that 
Formosa should go back to China, and 
that is why they now pretend, and have 
compelled the UN also to pretend, that 
Chiang Kai-shek and his associates in 
Formosa are the Government of China. 
“The Central .People’s Government of 

the People’s Republic of China has enjoyed 
the mass support of the Chinese people 
ever since it was established in Peking 
some fifteen months ago. 

“The refusal of both America and the 
UN. to recognise this Government and 
the dispatch of the American Navy to 
protect Formosa are a violation of the 
comity of nations and an act of 
aggression against China.” 


Prisoner called to singers 


“@\‘ING the First Nowell,” was called 
from a cell window of Wormwog 
Scrubs Prison to the carol party wh 
sang to the ten imprisoned conscient 
objectors from outside the prison last 
The party of 20 singers, which ing 
at least one “Old Scrubonian,” plo 
through the mud of Wormwood S 
give the inmates that greatest C 
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~ is unjust to the swine. 
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“MEN AND PIGS 


E can wish our readers a 

' Happy New Year with sin- 
cerity and the genuine belief that 
they may get it. But it is no use 
pretending that the outlook is very 
bright. There are ‘hopeful signs, 
but they will have to be worked for 
all they’re worth. For our states- 
men, on both sides of the Atlantic, 
“are dragging us nearer and nearer to 
war by methods professedly intended 
to prevent it. 

The whole mad policy develops step by 
step with a deadly jogic, and each step has 
inevitably the exactly opposite effect to 

what was intended. 

, Everything they do and say turns out 
to be so completely wrong that it seems to be 
going smoothly according to plan. 


* 


It is a common thing nowadays among 
pacifists to liken the present behaviour ot 
the various Governments to Gadarene swine. 
The reason for the comparison is that the 
Governments are engaged upon a mad rush 
to destruction which, of*course, they are. 

But we doubt if the parallel is strictly 
correct. Their progress towards destruc- 
- ‘tion is too deliberate. 

' The swine in question had no plan. They 
did not violate the meaning of language by 
calling their behaviour a “ Programme.” 
Their action was not based on any theory, 
still less on any principle. They did not 


edge of the cliff, stopping every now and 
_then to make solemn speeches to each other 
‘about the necessity of aveiding the sea at 
all costs. 


Their leaders did not announce at regu- 

» lar intervals that they were saving their 

species from extinction, upholding the 

sacred principles of piggery or vindicating 
their hoggish traditions. 

’ They did not even proclaim that the sea was 

_ &@ permanent menace ‘to their swinish way 

of life, and that their collective dive over 

the precipice was a united effort to push the 

sea back so as to avert the danger of coast 

erosion. 


Some such explanation would they cer- 
tainly have given, had they been respon- 
sible democratic statesmen instead of 
brutes unblest by reason. 


' As things were, however, the comparison 
For they had at 
least the excuse that they did not stop to 


think. 
Of 


We have called the behaviour of these 
Btatesmen logical, because, mad though it 
is, it does proceed logically from two basic 
' assumptions; one, that the Communist 
. nations are preparing to attack the West; 
_ the other, that a show of force will deter 

them. ’ 

We believe both of these assumptions are 
_ absolutely false. As to the first, we believe 
Russia’s fears and suspicions of the West 
fare at least as genuine and justified as are 
those of the Western nations towards 
' Russia, and that the Chinese attacked in 
| Korea because they sincerely believed they 
were about to be attacked. 
: As to the second, though this is as utterly 
discredited a theory as the mind of man 
. has ever produced, we need go no further 
') back than the Korean affair to prove how 
. ridiculous it is. 
For the atom bomb was supposed to: be 


"nation from an aggressive move; yet both 


as if it did not exist. 


* 


» dorsement of what we have written. 
Arriving 
aed) 
x3 


‘treated as classic: 


peace.” 


er than it has ever been yet. 


one thing which in future would deter any 


the North Koreans and the Chinese acted 


We cannot close without paying tribute 
to General Eisenhower's unintentional en- 


in Europe for the purpose, 
among others, of rearming those Germans 
whom a few years ago he took so much 
trouble to disarm permanently, he made the 
» following remark which deserves to be 


“It's not going to be easy to maintain 


_ As an example of the use of understate- 
ment that merits a place in an English 
- anthology. No step yet proposed could be 
smore surely calculated to confirm all the 
rst Russian suspicions and bring the war 


British democracy allows him to pro- 
with this evil intention, we shall have 
vise our remarks as to the difference 
ourselves and the above-mentioned 
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Commentary 


S far as the western democracies 

are concerned the year now 

drawing to a close is not likely for a 

long time, if ever, to be equalled in 
political ineptitude. 

We have piled one stupidity on 
top of another, with two outstanding 
above the rest; the dense lack of 
imagination which allowed the Com- 
munists to get away with the credit 
for a world-wide peace campaign and 
the arrogant blunder of crossing the 
38th Parallel. 

The West’s last asset goes 

AS we step into a new year of which we 
*™ already know that it is to be dedicated 
to the greatest armaments race of all time, 
we are faced with the loss of the one asset 
the West still possessed 12 months ago in 
its struggle against the Kremlin: the sur- 
vival of some of the old friendly feeling the 


Chinese people had nurtured for decades 
for America. 


The most populous nation on earth—475 
million Chinese in the full upsurge of 
national consciousness and achievement 
have been driven into enmity. 


They never had much reason for loving 
the West or admiring the free enterprise 
capitalist system. For that, what most of 
them had seen of it, was too decidedly on the 
profit-producing and not the profit-sharing 
end. But, as luck would have it, America 
had played only a very minor part in the 
West's scramble for wealth out of China’s 
ill-paid labour. 


The Americans had voluntarily given up 
their share in the Boxer Rebellion indemni- 
ties, and their pre-occupation with and 


against the Japanese had long been a 
strengthening factor in friendly Sino- 
American relations. USA aid, subse- 


quently inherited by Chiang Kai-shek, had 
had its beginning in the days of China’s 
struggle against Japanese aggression. 
Self-contained America had never tried for 
colonial possessions, and had been first in 
giving up extra-territorial rights in China. 


She was China's favourite among western 
nations, the one white-skinned people with 
a clean record, as far as China is concerned. 


Result—more Communism 

Now, when nothing but a first lessening 
““ of mutual suspicions and antipathies 
can divert the world from the road to des- 
truction,, this last remnant of friendly feel- 
ing between certain members of the oppos- 
ing camps has been flung away, in defer- 
ence to the wishes of militarists who think 
in terms of prestige and are not even 
capable of understanding the difference 
between the struggle they are supposed to 
be conducting on behalf of freedom and jus- 
tice and the kind of campaigns in which 
they won their medals. 


THe 


N apparently able-bodied man 

goes to a hospital and informs 
the member of the staff who inter- 
views him that he would like to have 
hig legs amputated. 

“Why, what is the matter with them ?” 

“Oh nothing now, but if their removal is 
delayed, next year I may get blood poison- 
ing in my feet and the trouble, spreading, 
rapidly, may cost me my life. The germs 
of gangrene are everywhere. The slightest 
scratch and I may be a dead man. They 
must be stopped before they kill me. Off 
with my legs.” 

“ What an idiot,” you say, “‘ He should be 
sent to an asylum.” / , 

An idiot he is indeed, but is his desire to 
meet trouble halfway after all so very dif- 
ferent from policies repeatedly advocated by 
British and American statesmen and 
readily agreed to by the majority of their 
people ? J 

The leaders of a totalitarian country— 
not, it may be, without some grievance or 
provocation—take, or threaten, military 
action in some remote part of the world. 

“Stop them. No more appeasement ” 
shriek the politicians of the democracies, 
and plunge their countries headlong into 
war. Not only do they enter upon war pre- 
cipitately, but they may keep it up with 
such zeal that a few years after a so-called 
victory has been secured, they find them- 
selves under the regrettable necessity of 
re-arming the ‘“stoppees” in order to get 
their help in stopping their former fellow- 
stoppers. 

Should totalitarian aggressors never, 
then, be stopped? Certainly, but at the 
right time and by the right methods. 

. + * 


Killing men's bodies is not a good way of 
correcting mistaken political ideas; there- 
fore even non-pacifists should not resort to 
war with this end in view unless they are 
directly and wantonly attacked. 

If there is any part of the world where 
they consider it particylarly desirable that 
the totalitarian governments should not ex- 
tend their influence, they should: ; 

(a) Take the initiative in remedying 
any legitimate grievance that the totali- 
tarian government may have there, and 

(b) Render the’ propaganda of the 
totalitarian government unattractive by 


STOPPERS 


By ROY SHERWOOD 


Because the slogans are the same as 
before, they think that this struggle is like 
any previous one. But the only thing that 
will grow readily out of defeat and large- 
scale devastation such as the militarists 
are proposing to risk, is more and more 
Communism. 


The folly of crossing the 38th Parallel 
had been ably prepared by the idiocy of 
refusing recognition and a seat in the 
Security Council to Mao Tse-tung’s fully 
effective government. 


Unconditional surrender, continued 


MPUERE is no difference of principle be- 

tween the Unconditional Surrender 
policy of the late war and the present re- 
fusal to discuss Formosa and related ques- 
tions at the same time as a cease-fire in 
Korea. 


In both cases future world interests of 
welfare and mutually acceptable peace are 
treated as secondary to the assertion of 
power. And, as Uneonditional Surrender 
split Germany in two, so will the present 
American policy with regard to Korea and 
China split the whole world in two, as dif- 
ficult to mend again as it has proved to do 
anything that is not downright disastrous 
about the two-halved Germany. 


The problem of containing—and perhaps 
reducing—Communism in a world in which 
it is bound to seem attractive to consider- 
ably more than half of the living popula- 
tion calls for greater wisdom than has ever 
been displayed in the past. But of the two 
foremost leaders of the West—the United 
States and Great Britain—we in this 
country have learned the beginnings of wis- 
dom too late, and the United States has 
not made a beginning with the beginnings 
of wisdom. 


We have all heard more than enough of 
the corrupting effects of power. But every 
time we hear of it again it is in connection 
with individuals. Is it not time to realise 
that the same thing holds good for whole 
nations ? 


The self-inspection which would result 
from that would soon lead to a different 
attitude of certain influential American 
minds towards the question of resort to 
atomic warfare. Not wisdom but only ele- 
mentary intelligence is needed to see that 
the American way of life holds no faseina- 
ting compulsion tor the Atrican, the Indo- 
nesian, the Indian, the Persian, the Tibetan, 
the Indo-Chinese, the Chinese, the Russian 
and millions ypon millions of other people, 
and that America’s powers of persuasion 
are as feeble as her powers of destruction 
are strong. 


It is quite true that, if nothing is done, 
the Communists may well keep pushing 
ahead with a programme of piecemeal 


NEED 
By the Duke of Bedford 


helping the inhabitants to achieve a high 

standard of prosperity under a_ free 

regime. 

There is a double purpose behind the 
remedying of grievances. Not only is it 
a recognition of the principles of inter- 
nationai Justice and an appeal to any good 
feeling that may be latent in even totali- 
tarian rulers, but it will also make it ex- 
ceedingly difficult for the latter to prepare 
convincing war propaganda for their own 
people. ~ 

War propaganda that is entirely com- 
posed of lies does not go*down anything 
like so well as that which has an element 
of truth, ie. of genuine grievance mixed 
up with it. 

A nation that goes into war only half 
convinced that war was unavoidable will 
not fight with the spirit that is necessary 
to secure victory, and of this danger even 
the most autocratic ruler is well aware. 

There are certain other facts of which it 
is desirable to remind our friends who have 
been inoculated with the stop-bug. 

If, as is often the case, a certain country, 
or a certain part of the world has always 
been most indifferently governed, it really 
is not going to make a great lot of dif- 
ference if the label attached to the latest 
and newest bad government is Fascist or 
Communist or whatever the particular 
bogey of the day may be. 


The people of the country will remain 
human beings just as they were before, and 
their rulers, intelligently handled and not 
sent to Coventry prematurely and unneces- 
sarily, may not be a great deal more 
awkward than their predecessors. 

As for the fear that the extension of an 
undesirable political philosophy may _ in- 
crease the menace from some sinister great 
Power in the background, let it be remem- 
bered that all evil things, including the mis- 
taken political ideologies of Great Powers, 
carry in themselves the seeds of their own 
destruction. ; 

The proverb about allowing a man enough 
rope, applies to governments as well as 
individuals. Left to itself, a corrupt and 
wrong-headed tyranny will always suffer 
internal dissolution, and the more widely 
its tentacles stretch, the more quickly will 


Said 
the 


Mr, Beverle 


aggressive penetration, step by step, in # 
endeavour to bring the whole word to hee! 

Among those whose business it is ¥ 
observe such things keenly there is, f0f 
instance, af the present moment a go 


deal of disquiet about the trend of develop May I - 
ments in Austria, Tomorrow it may 8 we ct 
Persia, as a month or two ago it was Tibet if the occ 
The list of places and countries where UR between 
same tactics can be employed is fairly the use « 
lengthy, and in most of them it would nO we will b 


l 


even be necessa for Russia to appeah 
try | Mr, Harold 


openly as the aggressor. 


That, all by itself, should be sufficient # Mask ‘4 
show up the inefficiency of military thought that, on 
and methods in the struggle against Com @ us—I cle 
munism, even without being reinforced DY nothing 
the impossibility of turning every possible atomic bx 


point of attack into a western democra¢ 


garrison of superior strength. Mr. John H 


Home ¢ 
Where is West’s alternative? may ic 
: Republic: 
UNTIL the western democracies hay ticular, v 
genuine unity of aim and opinion—! patched 
short, an ideology as close-knit as that OO) Mr. Ernest 
Communism—they will stand no chance @ material 
arresting the Kremlin’s steady progress USSR «x 
whittling resistance to its doctrines 3M Ment fro 
practices away, bit by bit. works h: 
Such an ideology would have to be mami yy a ar 
festly. better than either Communism 0 | i 4 ynd: 
let it be said, our own as yet  wooll¥i ports, 
thoughts on the economic and_ politicaly) fected 
rights of the individual and the correct ng : 
balance between the two. So far, that suzy) 4, Rete 
ject is never tackled, and its existence Sj 4 avies 
not even thought of by people who see sa reulate: 
vation for the world in Atlantic Trealf 
Pacts, Western European Army Commané@ Mr. F, Lo: 
and more powertul bombs. the Fore 
assuranc 
Yow e ue 7 99 Support 
Playing into “ enemy’s” hands Poe Noxt 
NpILITARyY means may, or may n0o™ ante bee 
= prove that the destructive power @ Addresse 
the West is greater than that of the Com@P ting hut 
munist bloc. Even that proof is likely ® Governm 
prove futile in view of the fact that Rus Ment cor 
sian and Chinese territory contains rel# construc 
tively gow Die cities, is almost endless, an@je 
inhabited by people whose endurance to pre 
tracted suffering is vastly greater than ov “aptain Di 
own, Angus) 
7 Many c 
But they cannot remove—only aggr@ Telief o 
vate—the conditions of mind and OF Nations 
material surroundings which turn Com] Bency F 
munism into a dangerously attractive docu Known 
trine at the present juncture of the world, Tesettlen 
history. It is not necessary to be a pac of these 
fist to understand that these conditions af Mr, Ernes! 
the result of past misdeeds committed lon] whon 
before Communism had become an _ effet approxi 
tive force. large m 
As for the attempt to defend ourselv@ tod live 
against its further spread now by methods forth. 
which must mean additional burdens 08) Tesettlen 
taxation and another increase in the cos? not obta 
of living, that is playing straight into thé), children 
“ enemy’s ” hands. Ce. Tritori 
zi Ptain D 
ay 88Y whe 
OY Boods 
STOPPING We 
Yugosla 


Mr, _ Davi 
children 


the unwieldy monster meet its end. Eithé! 


the people will endure the tyranny Particul; 
longer, or the many tyrants will begin ¥ Position 
fall out among themselves and more hones ae ‘Captain 7 


and humane men may come into their owl 

On the other hand, there is no surer wa 
of consolidating a nation behind an undesi® 
able government and _ prolonging 
latters’ existence than by declaring w® 
lgpon it. : 

In this imperfect world a common hat 
(of the attacking foe) is a far more unif 
ing force among a people than love. ' 


had sen 
Supervis 


in \ 


Q.E.D. 


S I write we are within £10 of reachi 
our aim for 1950 and I feel confide! 
that we shall receive more than that amoul 
before Jan. 6, when we close our books * 
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1950. by) Tid the 
To all who have thus helped to beat Govern: 
record our very real thanks and appreciat® “does 
of the sacrifice which, I know, often lies © assured 
hind their gifts—like the old-age pensioMt, y Made b 
who sent 10s. 6d. from his double pensio® |i of ¢),., 
Christmas; or others who have sent U8 ir b 
share of legacies or unexpected gifts w™ r, Drib. 
they have received; or another who foub@ t he 


new way of “capital punishment” b 
creasing his capital account to our adV@ 
tage. One donor sent his gift to back © 
answer to a problem. “Five years in ™& 
Army: five years thinking things 07 
right answer—PPU.” of 

Text books print QED at the end of © 
answer to their problems. It is up @% 
of us to show that we have the rb ro 
answer, and we must not relax our €¥ 
in 1951.. We have a somewhat dilte™ 
plan for the use of this column durin’ 
next twelve months, of which more 
time. 


So, with our best thanks to you all 


Aim for 1950 ... she 
Amount received to date 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Y 
should be sent marked “ Headg@y, 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer Ot 7 
Sheppard House, Endsleigh Streets é 


step, in tn 
rid to hee 
3; it is 
ire is, fo 
nt a go 
of develop 
t may 
was Tibél 
where thi 
is fairl 
would n0 
to appeé 


ufficient U 
ry though 
inst Com 
iforced WW 
vy possibi 
democraé 


9 


cles ha 
pinion— 
as that OO 
chance 9 
rogress # 
rines ane 


» be mat 
unism Of 
t wooll¥i 
politically) 
1e corre 
that sub 
tistence 
10 see Sa® 
e Treay 
Jommané 


ids 


may noe 
power @& 
the Comey 
likely % 
that : 
iins 
dless, ane 
ice to pre 
than oUF 


aly 


: 
i 


, 


y aggre, 
and 2} 
rn Coma 
ctive doe 
re world? 
ve a pack 
itions a 
itted lont 
an effet 


ourselvé 
7 methauw 
irdens 0 


s 
7 


Cap 


ih, 


th i 


pir. Davies: Yes, Sir. 


Said 


in 


the House... 


December 7 

Mr, Beverley Baxter (Con., Southgate): ... 
May I say —and, I think, on behalf of 
‘many of my hon. friends—that much as 
_ We regret itvand look upon it with horror, 
“if the occasion comes when it is a choice 
between the destruction of our men and 
the use of the atomic bomb, we believe 
we will back the most extreme measure.” 

* * = 


Mr, Harold Davies (Lab., Leek): ... May 
I ask the Minister of Defence if he will 
make it known to the Prime Minister 
that, on these benches, at least some of 

’ us—I clearly speak for myself—will have 

) nothing to do with this affair if an 
atomic bomb is dropped on China.” 

December 11 

Mr. John Hynd (Lab., Attercliffe) asked the 
Home Secretary whether delivery of 
teparations material from Western Ger- 
'™any to the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics had now ceased; and, in par- 
ticular, when the last contingent was des- 
patched from Salzgitter-Watenstedt. — 
Mr, Ernest Davies: Delivery of reparation 

Material from Western Germany to the 

USSR ceased early in 1949. No equip- 

Ment from the Salzgitter-Watenstedt steel 

Works has been delivered to the Soviet 
nhion as reparation. 


}) Mr. Hynd: Is my hon. Friend aware that 


reports, with photographs, have been cir- 
culated in the German Press to this 
effect ? Will he give as much publicity 
to his answer as possible ? 
r. Davies: If such photographs have been 
Circulated they have been misleading. 

* * = 
Mr. F. Longden (Con., S-W Herts): asked 
the Foreign Secretary if he would give an 
assurance that H. M. Government would 
Support the 13 nations in their appeal to 


M 


Ernest Davies: This appeal was 
addressed not only to the North authori- 
ties but also to the Central People’s 
Government of China. H. M. Govern- 
Ment consider that this was a helpful and 
constructive move and welcome it as such. 
* 


* 
tain Duncan (Con. and Nat. Lib., South 
Ngus) asked the Foreign Secretary how 
Many child refugees had. been given 
Telief or been resettled by the United 
Nations International Children’s Emer- 
'Bency Fund since 1947; how many were 
Known to be still needing relief and 
‘Tesettlement by the Fund; and how many 
Of these were in British territories. 
tT. Ernest Davies: The number of children 
to whom relief has been given... is 
approximately 25,500,000. In addition 
large numbers have been provided with 
cod liver oil, medical supplies and so 
forth. The Fund does not undertake the 
Yesettlement of refugees. I regret I can- 
not obtain any estimates as to how many 
children whether in or outside British 
Ca rritories, are still in need. 
Ptain Duncan: Can the hon. Gentleman 
mand Whether the Fund has supplied money 
th B00ds to the Greek Government to help 
*ne’ Greek children now coming out of 
ULoOslavia ? 
» Davies: This Fund assists Greek 
children. Whether it is assisting those 
Particular children I am not yet in a 
; Position to say. 
Aptain Duncan asked whether the Fund 
had sent a representative to Korea to 
Supervise the issue of relief to child refu- 
,5€es in that country. 


™ 


" * 
Wt. Driberg (Lab.,” Maldon) asked the 


Oreign Secretary if he was aware that 


| South Korean police, on or about Dec. 6, 


\ 


A 
' 


> Shot without trial at Sariwon 56 poli- 


N 


' 
t 
li 


| prisoners, most of whom died; and 
» In view of the assurances recently 
hooves from the Korean authorities on 
ene question of inhuman treatment of 
Prisoners, he would make further and 
,o ronger representations. 
“+ Ernest Davies: Those responsible for 
is incident were North Korean guards 
d the incident occurred in North Korea. 
="€ question of representations to the 
Government of the Republic of Korea 


’ 
~ 


f 


f 
‘ 


assured that investigations are being 
ar by the civil assistance authorities 


he . . 
their bapnified Command who are doing 


\, 
‘ 


best to trace those responsible. 
Driberg: Is my hon. Friend satisfied 
at he has not been misinformed in the 
iy part of his answer, since the account 
ich appeared in various newspapers 
San eye-witness account from the 
“euter correspondent who 
yiPot at the time. 
»,.. 8Vies: I am sorry if my hon. Friend 
s Understood the first part of my 
yer; perhaps it was not clear. These 
motth Korean guards were acting on 
th, aif of the Unified Command—I think 
tt should be made clear—and since 
mili I understand that the American 
ory police have disarmed those 
| gonsible for this incident. 
: >Y dney Silverman (Lab., Nelson and 
thes €): Does my hon. Friend agree ‘that 
... Ncidents took place in North Korea, 
Boy, tin that event the Syngman Rhee 
ing nment would have no responsi- 
tion} as they are not exercising jurisdic- 
' ould a and that the responsibility 
r, Da be that of the UN command ? 
Vies: Yes, that is correct. These 
+= --Orean guards were acting for the 
Mlaccommand in the action which 


does not, therefore, arise. I have been 


wal 


, Was on the 


the North Koreans not to advance beyond. 


..the 88th Parallel. 
q Mr, 


a me 


Back from Yugoslavia, 


HUBERT BUTLER 


PRISON INTERVIEW WITH | News in brief 


reports on his 


ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC 


Did he connive at massacre of 500,000? 


S it possible for the partisans of peace to play a more positive, more 


authoritative part today? 


Have we not a right to be encouraged by 


the invitation that recently came from Yugoslavia to the National Peace 


Council? 

A deputation was asked to tour the 

country so that they could later publicly re- 
fute the Cominform charges that Yugoslavia 
had aggressive intentrons against her Com- 
inform neighbours and was allowing the 
A‘nericans and British to fortify bases 
against them. Was not this proof that, in 
the eyes of one Communist country at least, 
the testimony of a small, unofficial body 
with a reputation for impartiality still has 
importance ? 


I was allowed to. accompany the deputa- 
tion and, after it had left Yugoslavia, I tried 
to get more data about the problem of Mgr. 
Stepinac, which I have studied for some 
years and which has been a cause of such 
friction and misunderstanding between East 
and West. 


I visited him in Lepoglava and also many 
of those who could give me first-hand evi- 
dence; many priests and bishops, and also 
M. Vimpulsek, the President of the Court 
which condemned the Archbishop. I talked 
with M. Vimpulsek for nearly two hours. 
He answered all my questions freely and 
made a suggestion which seemed to me of 
far-reaching significance. 

“We are ready to let all the evidence be 
investigated,” he said; ‘Why should not 
some impartial body in a neutral country 
like Switzerland re-examine the evidence and 
report on it?” He did not suggest that such 
a body shoukl have any powers, juridical or 
otherwise, which did not simply derive from 
their own scrupulous effort and reputation 
for integrity. But such powers, often, even 
in the modern world, can inspire respect. 


Half-million massacred 


Anyone who studies the Stepinae case 
quickly becomes aware that it is not a sim- 
ple one, and that much of the intense bitter- 
ness which it has caused and is causing, 
derives from the fioolish claim advanced by 
both sides that it is simple. 


In the background of the trial there is 
one of the most terrible massacres that 
the world has ever seen, in which 500,000 
Orthodox Christians were slaughtered. It 
was accompanied by a Conversion cam- 
paign in which 250,000 Orthodox Christi- 
ans were forced inte the Catholic Church. 


All this happened in 1941 when Mer. 
Stepinac was Primate of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in Yugoslavia. If you read the 
literature issued by the Orthodox Church, 
both from England and America, during the 
war, and also that published by the Monar- 
chist Government in exile, it is obvious that 
its leaders concurred with the present Com- 
munist view that the whole Roman hier- 
archy of Yugoslavia were implicated, some- 
times by their active complicity, sometimes 
by their silence, in the great conversion cam- 
paign. 


Perhaps they exaggerate this complicity; 
it is hard to judge ... but all I want to 
emphasise is that the dispute is by no means 
one in which Communists and Christians 
are ranged on opposite sides of a barrier, 
though that is the way we are asked to 
view it most often. A body which could 
prove to the world—and it would be very 
easy to prove—that this barrier does not 
exist, would be doing a great service to 
peace. 


It is obvious that such a body would press, 
where possible, for the release of political 
prisoners, whether the captives were Com- 
munist or Christian and, without in any 
way condoning or minimising any offences 
of which the Archbishop may have been 
guilty, they would see little profit in his 
continued imprisonment. 


A paradoxical situation has arisen in 
which the best way to secure the release 
of the Archbishop is to force upon public 
opinion the knowledge that he is not guilt- 
less. 


There is no doubt that, if the Vatican, in 
response to the pressure of public opinion, 
were to rentove Mgr. Stepinac from the 
Archbishopric of Zagreb, on whatever 
grounds it chose, he would be released. Tito 
has said as much. And were this to hap- 
pen, one source of international friction, at 
least, would be removed. 


The Stepinac case is a relatively easy 
one, since the material is all readily accessi- 


THE MUTATIONS OF MARS 


Renrinted from Parlement 


ble. 
which could be treated. 
Bulgarian pastors ? 


There are other more difficult issues 
What absaut the 


I believe there are millions of people 
in Europe who would be favourably im- 
pressed if an impartial searchlight was 
focussed on their case, if the behaviour 
of the British and American officials and 
the Secret Service was scrutinised as care- 
fully as the actions of the Bulgarian 
Government. 
It has never been done. The Bulgarians 
are retained in prison as a gesture against 


ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC 


MONSEIGNEUR ALOYSIUS STEPINAC, 
Archbishop of Zagreb and Roman Catho- 
lic Primate of Yugoslavia, was tried in 
Zagreb from Sept. 30 to Oct. 8, 1946, on 
charges of collaboration with the enemy 
and anti-national activities during the 
occupation. Mgr. Stepinac pleaded “ not 
guilty,” declared that his conscience was 
clear and announced that he would not 
reply to any questions put by the 
prosecution. 


Found guilty on all charges, Mgr. Stepinac 
was sentenced to 16 years hard labour, 
loss of civic rights for a_ further five 
years and confiscation of his property. 


The Vatican described the trial as “ essen- 
tially pottticat” and there was great 
indignation amongst Roman Catholics 
throughout the world. 


Within the last month it has been suggested 
that Mgr. Stepinac would be released if 
the Vatican would remove him from the 
Archbishopric of Zagreb. 


the foreign attempt to use the Clergy for 
political ends, 


Would not our Intelligence Services 
have been neglecting their duties if they 
had not tried to use them so? And are 
not we neglecting ours when we allow our 
people to get away with it? 


Of course, I am not defending the action 
of the Bulgarian Government, but I think 
it would not so readily resort to force and 
slander against, those 1t, perhaps unreason- 
ably, mistrusted if it knew that anywhere 
in the world there was a body ready to 
examine their difficulties without national 
or political partisanship and to strive for a 
peaceful solution. 


Another problem would be that of the 
Greek children. 1 have never seen any 
careful and authoritative report on this 
which did not show signs of bias. 


Of course, it would be outside the scope 
of such a body to brand criminals, expose 
hes, far less to appease or find excuses for 
aggression. Its purpose would be to attain 
a degree of scientific impartiality in the 
analysis of these complex problems far be- 
yond the reach of the ordinary international 
conference. 


But it will be said there is no such thing 
as an impartial analysis. You must have 
some guiding principle. 


_ Well, the analysis would be made in the 
light of our unshakable conviction that, in 
these intricate problems, not only force, but 
the mere hint of force fuddles the brain and 
saps the confidence. This is not sentiment, 
but sense. 


If you have to unravel a ball of wool it is 
no help to know that there is a sharp pair 
of scissors in the drawer behind you. 


Spreading Peace News 
To The Editor 


yt ought to be quite unnecessary for some 

generous friend to give £50 in order 
that every Methodist parson should receive 
one copy of Peace News. 


In this district every parson receives a 
copy every week. If we were doing our 
job and had our cause at heart, this should 
be going on all over the country.” Wake up, 
readers ! BOB GRAY 
Duntish Farm, 

Buckland Newton, Dorchester, 


December 29, 1950, PEACE NEWS—3 


Wall guards atom town 


AN EIGHT-FOOT security fence has 

been built round the site of Britain’s 
newest atom town, Aldermaston, which is 
to be ane of the biggest atomic power 
producing centres in the country. It is to 
have seven tall chimneys: neighbouring 
Harwell, Britain’s present No. 1 atom town, 
has only one. 


Because radio-activity would prevent the 
reconstruction of bombed ports, Dr. 
David F. Martyn, an Australian radar 
expert believes Britain would be inde- 
fensible in an atomic war. 


Of the 1.63 acres of land needed to feed 
each person, more than three-quarters is 
used for meat production; the remaining 
portion provides cereals, vegetables, 
fruit, non-animal oils and proteins and 
dairy produce. 


An appeal for part-time workers was made 
by Alfred Harris, of the Stepney Pacifist 
Service Unit, speaking recently to Lewi- 
sham Peace Pledge Union Group. Be- 
eause of his increased work with the 
Unit, he was forced to resign his post as 
secretary of the Group. 


Mr. C. Osborne, Conservative MP for 
Louth, has asked Mr. Morrison to post- 
pone the Festival of Britain and to con- 
centrate the nation’s willpower on “the 
problems of rearmament and greater 
production.” 


Un-English to appeal 


ALD: S. DAVEY, the Mayor of Brighton, 

is distressed because the youths of 
that town turn a deaf ear to,the appeals 
of the Territorial Army for volunteers. 
“Tt distresses me,” the Brighton Even- 
ing Argus reports him to have said, “to 
see that people have to make appeal 
after appeal to get young men to join 
the Territorials. It does not seem 
English to have to ask these lads to come 
along.” 


Joe Watson, a foundation member of the 
Frating Hall Farming Community and 
former steel worker,-has contributed an 


article on “Korea and Community,” 
to the December issue of the PPU 
Journal, 

More than nine thousand joined the 


Services as regulars in October, compared 
with 3,624 in October, 1949, said Mr. 
Shinwell in the Commons recently. He 
did not reply when Mr. Emrys Hughes 
asked: “Does this mean that increased 
pay only brought in under 500 a week? ” 


The decision of Hornsey Council to refuse 
them the hire of the Gown Hall was re- 
ceived by a deputation of the ‘Women of 
Hornsey Peace Group, which includes 
members of the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 


tion and the Communist Party. A 
Tory councillor said Liberals and 
Socialists must be suspect if they 


banded themselves together with Com- 
munists in peace groups. 


Korean atrocities: MP’s question 


rom DRIBERG, MP, will ask the 

Foreign Secretary on Jan, 24, “If he 
will make a full statement on the shoot- 
ings of political prisoners and suspects 
by South Korean Police and North 
Korean guards employed by the Unified 
Command: approximately how many 
civilians have been killed without trial 
in this way: what action has been taken 
to prevent a recurrence of these in- 
cidents, and with what result: and in 
what circumstances and from what 
sources the North Korean guards were 
recruited.” 


The U.S, Government has banned American 
ships and planes from carrying war 
supplies destined for Communist China 
or Russian-controlled parts of Europe. 


Dr. C. R. Woodard, Ealing Tory councillor 
who attended the Warsaw Peace Con- 
gress, has been expelled from the South 
Ealing Conservative Association. He is 
reported to have said: “I shall call my- 
self a Conservative as long as I can, but 
if I stand for an election I shall do so 
as an Independent.” 


Going up 


QFFICERS AND MEN needed for Army 
~" service number 55,000 more than the 
original estimate of 467,000 approved 
by Parliament last spring. Strength of 


the RAF has increased to 243,000, 
28,000 beyond the estimate. Reasons 
given for the increases are: extension 


of full time national service, recall of 
certain reservists, and improvement in 
recruiting. 


Board of Deputies of British Jews has 
adopted a resolution expressing comcern 
at the rearmament of Eastern and 
Western Germany. 1 
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Suicide or Sanity? 


NY form of violence is, at 

best, a maladjustment to 
life, but it is only the act of 
suicide that is invariably re- 
garded as insane. So that a 
man who would cheerfully 
commit murder under orders re- 
tains ‘illogical qualms about 
taking his own life. Nobody 
likes to be thought of unsound 
mind; and if war can be estab- 
lished as mass-suicide, people 
will jib at that too. 


* Let each ponder in his conscience, 
be he statesman or scientist or ordi- 
nary citizen, how far his own action 
or attitude contributes to the danger 
of world suicide; and what he must 
do to prevent it.” ;: 


The quotation is from an unpubli- 
cised statement by the World Council 
of Churches at Bossey in 19830, and is 
included in the “seventeen points for 
peace” collected in the form of a 
pamphlet, “The Way to Peace,” by 
Mr. L. G. Kirkham 
of St. Leonard’s. 
There is something 
for everybody in 
these sayings, and 
the booklet should 
have a wide appeal. 
It is printed in the 
PN pamphlet series, 
price 1d., from Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


Uncommon sense 


NOTHER plea for sanity 

is put forward by William 
Armstrong in an article he 
sends us that was originally 
published in the Hampstead & 
Highgate Express. 


We are not really as mad as we 

ppear, he says. Miracles of sanity 
nave been performed both during and 
since the war, and the ordinary 
people “ won their psychological Dun- 
kirk.” Otherwise society could not 
have held together in the face of the 
cold war. The insanity, he suggests, 
is on the national and international 
level and be counteracted by the “ dy- 
namic commonsense” of the ordinary 
man who mus8t preserve his energy 
for constructive purposes. 


“He can scrap what seems to him 
nonsense, select what his own common 
sense tells him is sound, make it news 
and so generate interest in sanity, for 
sanity is essentially constructive.” 


No security 


AITH in false gods ig also 
a symptom of the delusions 
of our national leaders. 

One such is the belief that arms 
bring security. “ From 1939 to 1945 
-.. Continents were devastated; 
millions of people were maimed and 
killed; natural resources were wasted 
with a prodigality hard to believe; 
and idealism was at a low ebb. To 
one side, in due course, came complete 
victory, and yet, five years after the 
war ended, the world feels Jess secure 
than it did in 1939.” So writes Albert 
Leaper, secretary of the Hull PPU 
group, in a letter printed in the Hull 
Daily Mail. Some of us, he says, have 
seen the bursting of the bubble illu- 
sion that war can end war. 


New approach 


NOTHER letter received 

from Edith Hedger in 
Australia emphasises the need 
for a spiritual approach to the 
overriding problem of peace— 
@ problem, she says, that is 
rarely discussed as a major 
issue in her country. 

But a spiritual leadership on the 
part of one nation might break the 
deadtock. “Many people who are 
alive to the need for world-peace are 
in a hopeless and helpless state of 
mind becduse they are seeking this 
goal in a sufficient settlement of mun- 
dane affairs, whereas peace between 
the nations, like peace between indi- 
viduals, is a purely spiritual opera- 
tion.” 


Reconciliation 


CASE in point, perhaps, is 
the long-drawn conflict in 
Malaya, which shows no signs 
of being settled by the stepping- 


‘up of military repression. 


In an attempt to bring together in 
Malaya people of all races, a pacifist 
artist there has formed the Malayan 
Society of Peace Lovers. He is Yan 


PACIFIST 
PARADE |=. "= 


Kee Leong, a delegate to the 1949 
World Pacifist Conference. 


The communities in Malaya, he says, 
have lacked a platform where their 
common problems could be discussed; 
if they had one, many of the violent 
incidents which took place there 
could be prevented. 


Yan Kee Leong’s address is: PO 
Box 97, 333 Rahang Road, Seremban, 
Malaya. 


Law of parallels 


T is not, apparently, our ir- 

reconcilable differences that 
divide us, but the things we 
have in common. Speeches by 
Socialist leaders on opposite 
sides of the “iron curtain” show 
an almost identical purpose. 


Sam Watson, Chairman of the 
Labour Party, said at the Margate 
Conference: “The Trade Unions, the 
Co-operatives and _ especially the 
Labour Party in the last five years, 
have given us more 
to. defend. . 
When, in the middle 
of our peaceful revo- 
lution, we are asked 
to turn our plough- 
shares into swords, 

naturally turn 

anger against 
to be the cause of 
that complusion.” 


The official “Bulgarian Bulletin” 
declared: “ Who could deny the fact 
that peaceful reconstruction is in- 
compatible with a policy of animosity 
to other nations ... The Bulgarian 
Government’s policy is that of friend- 
ship and co-operation among all na- 
tions who respect the independence of 
our country.” And thus the Dimitrov 
Prize Jaureate: “ We want peace in 
order to build up Socialism . But 
if the imperialists or their tools “attack 
our country we shall fight for peace 
and freedom.” 


Burning Question 


S peace possible? That is the 
question everybody would like to 
be able to answer, and to this end 
the Manchester United Peace Fellow- 
ship has invited two expert speakers 
to give their views at the Friends 
Meeting House, Mount Street, on 
Jan. 4, at 7.30 p.m. All pacifists and 
interested friends in the district are 
urged to attend. 


Political issues will be dealt with 


“by Ernest Fernyhough, Labour M.P. 


for Jarrow, and Stanley Farrar, secre- 
tary of the Northern Friends’ Peace 
‘Board, will put the Christian pacifist 
case. ‘Chairman will be Frank Allaun, 
Northern industrial correspondent of 
the Daily Herald and prospective 
Labour candidate for the Moss Side 
division of Manchester. 


Peacemakers 


TPHE American pacifist organisation 

of “ Peacemakers” is ringing 
out the old year by holding its third 
national conference on the last three 
days of December, at Cincinnati, 
Qhio, with the aim of “ strengthen- 
ing and deepening a world movement 
for non-violent revolution.” 


The first conference at Chicago in 
1948 was attended by two hundred 

pacifists and since then the movement 
hag published its own journal, The 
Peacemaker, with national distribu- 
tion. Other activities have included 
non-registration for conscription, re- 
fusal to pay war-taxes and local work 
for social improvement. 


Alive, alive-o! 


A TEACHER wanting a definition 
= of the word “neutral” from 
her class asked: “ What would you 
call a nation who took no side in a 
war between two other nations? ” 


One bright girl replied: “ Lucky 
people!” 

We don’t know what the boys said. 
Nor shall we ever know if it was stoi- 
cism or merely apathy that prompted 
the office boy, who was overheard in 
the train to remark: “To think that 
this time next year I’ll be lying dead 
on some battle front!” 


A more positive attitude might be 
the resolution never to, lie dead on any 
battle front, in any year, for any 
cause. Nor to commit suicide at the 
threshhold of life; but to accept the 
challenge of Communism and what- 
ever else the future holds, by living 
as human beings should. 


_MARGARET TIMS 


An experiment in peacemaking 


HEALING RELIGIOUS CONFLICTS 


INDIA AND PAKISTAN 


By Geoffrey Carnall 


ROM whence come wars and 

fightings among you?” in- 
quired St. James. ‘“ Come they not 
hence, even of your lusts that war 
in your members? ” 


The ideological warrior will be indignant. 
Can these Communists (or Reactionaries) 
be allowed to trample democracy underfoot? 
Can these Catholics (or Protestants) 
menace true religion with impunity ? Can 
these Hindus (or Muslims) threaten our 
way of life unresisted ? 


The issues of conflict vary; the fact of 
conflict is the same. There is the same 
fear of a malicious enemy to what one holds 
dear, the same anger at his atrocious deeds, 
the same hysteria about his agents in one’s 
midst. 


The issues are real. Communists, non- 
Communists, Catholics, Protestants, Hindus 
and Muslims are right to hold fast to what 
they value. The problem is how to do this 
without fear, without anger, without hys- 
teria. For these make us destroy the very 
things we value. 


An attempt to meet this problem has been 
made by a little group in India and Pakis- 
tan, where it is religions that are in con- 
flict. Political struggles have been fought 
in terms of Hinduism and _ Islam. 
Christianity has too often been merely the 
religion of the British conqueror, alien and 
dominative. 


The experiment is a Fellowship of 
Friends of Truth. It has grown out of the 
concern of two English Quakers living in 
India, Horace Aiexander and Donald 
Groom. Horace Alexander has told how 
he suggested the idea to Gandhi in 1946. 


Hindu-Muslim riots, starting in Calcutta, 
had spread to the countryside, Gandhi 
went to Eastern Bengal to persuade the 
Muslim villagers to protect their Hindu 
neighbours, and to encourage the Hindus to 
return to their homes. It was while on this 
mission that the suggestion of the Fellow- 
ship was made. Horace Alexander has 
related what he said to Gandhi: 


“Tt seems to me that what the world, 
and especially India, needs above all today 
is some religious fellowship which can be 
and will be joined by adherents of all the 
chief faiths. I am not thinking of a “syn- 
cretistic’”’ movement, which deliberately 
tries to take the best. from each faith and 
join them together; I am thinking of a 
union of hearts, a fellowship in which men 
of each faith, Hindu, Buddhist, Parsi, Jew, 
Muslim, Christian, may a themselves at 


FACTS ABOUT THE 
SOVIET UNION 


The Soviet Union (The Land and _ its 
People), by Georges Jorré. Longmans, 
Green and Co., London. 


O part of the world evokes a greater 

response from its admirers or detrac- 
tors than the Soviet Union, and as usual, 
the most vehemently expressed opinions 
accompany the deepest ignorance of this 
land. Thus it is most refreshing after the 
surfeit of “cloak and dagger” accounts of 
the political intrigues of sinister and in- 
human creatures, to read a book which 
treats the subject scientifically, describing 
the incredibly varied phenomena of land and 
people objectively and accurately, with 
neither praise nor censure. 


Fortunately for the author, a professor 
at Toulouse University, geography is 
above political ideologies, and his authori- 
tative, factual and very readable work 
should appeal to all who seek to understand 
the Soviet people. Much of the material 
dealing with geology, climate, resources 
and economic development has appeared 
before, and the data for the last ten years 
is somewhat inadequate. Nevertheless, his 
interesting correlation of the social and 
economic patterns of life of the diverse 
peoples with the. amazingly varied physical 
conditions of this largest political unit in 
the world is excellently illustrated with over 
40 maps and diagrams, and 24 photographs. 
Further, Jorré shows current events in their 
proper historical perspective so that one can 
see what they grew out of and their present 
direction. 


The sharp contrasts in the climate and 
physical environment, as, for example be- 
tween the bleak Arctic tundra and the cle- 
ment coasts of the Crimea, or between sum- 
mer and winter in Verkhoyansk where the 
temperature range is from -94F to 100F, are 
paralleled in the characteristics of the 
people, such as their traditional idleness 
and instability on the one hand and the 
zeal of their Stakhanovites for increasing 
production on the other. 


Jorré does not gloss over (or exaggerate) 
the privations and oppression which the 
people have undergone in the past 30 years. 
As he puts it “one cannot make omelets 
without breaking eggs.” In emphasising 
that the Soviet Union is Euro-Asiatic he 
quotes Lenin’s advice to his people: ‘ Let 
us turn towards Asia; we shall overcome 
the West through the East.” This is most 
significant in the light of recent events, 
for most Asiatics have been used to having 
“the eggs broken” without the final sati8- 
faction of tasting an “ omelet”! 


- 


one because they are seeking together © 
practise the Truth of God in the world. 


“And I have wondered, * he went On 

“whether the Society of Friends, coul 
help to provide such a meeting ground. 
course,” he added, “if you could show mi 
that in fact some other group is bette 
fitted to provide such a Fellowship, then) 
ought to consider joining that group, wh 
do you say ?” My 

Horace Alexander said that he _ coull 
not recall the full answer that Gandhi gay 
him, but the part that he remembere 
clearly was as tollows: 


“No,” he said, “of the societies that 
know, I do not think any other would 2B 
better or even as good. I think the Friend 
are the best. But only on one conditio 
are they prepared to recognise that it 
as natural tor a Hindu to grow into4 
Friend as it is for a Christian to grow i 
one ?” (“1 particularly remember t 
expression ‘ grow into,’” Horace Alexandé 
comments; ‘the emphasis on the idea @ 
growth is I think important.”) 


The emphasis on growth is fundament# 
to the Fellowship. Unfortunately religi@ 
has ‘been associated too often with tD 
methods of propaganda. it has glorifie 
submission to what is not really believed 
and condemned the spirit which is no 
afraid of changing ideas when they prov 
inadequate. It has sought to domina 
rather than to grow. 


Domination has been described as tht 
product of insecurity in the face of di 
ferences, The Fellowship on tl 
contrary, sees the tact of d 
ferences in religion as the chalJenge to “4 
adventure of the spirit,” to use a phra 
of A. N. Whitehead’s. 


S. K. George, a leading Indian sponsd 
of the Fellowship, has put it in this wa 

“This inter-religious fellowship is not t 
be on the basis of indifference to what 1 
distinctive and vital in our varied religiod 
experiences. A Fellowship is possible 0 
that basis of indifference, but leads né 
where and will not be what I would cal 
an adventure. 


Gandhi's attitude to this kind of relt 
gious fellowship was_ severely practica 
When S. K. George interviewed him if 
1940 about the possibility of organising a 
inter-religious student fellowship, he told 
him that it would only work if members 0 
the different religions could unite jn som 
practical service. 


“ Holding out the five fingers of his hand 
he said, ‘If you can get a Hindu, a Muslim 
a Christian, a Parsi and a Jew to live t@ 
gether and work together for some caué 
like that of Village Industries or Bas# 
Education, then alone will such 
organisation succeed.’ ”’ 


It is out of working together for tb 
relief of suffering that the Fellowship @! 
Friends of Truth has developed. Religiow 
strife is seen for what it is when one ha 
to care for it’s victims, as Quaker worke 
and their associates from several religiou! 
communities have done during the last fe 
years in Bihar, the Punjab and Bengal. © 


Such work helps to break down the unre 
images of other people which fears a 
CS create in our minds. 


Tentvesre ‘Ag q 


From Peace News, December 27, Jo 


I remember being told as a child w 
watching the waves breaking on the shot 
that every seventh wave was a big one @ 
carried the tide farther up the beach. Me 
recently, when my own boys were lea , 
surf bathing, I passed on to them what 
be merely an old sailor's yarn by say? 
“ Wait for the seventh wave, it will bé 
big one.’ 


Perhaps it has something to do with t 
magic of numbers. There are those W 
will tell you that number seven has’ 
sorts of magical powers. 

Be all this as it may, I am aware of 
quiet, insistent voice telling me that in : 
near future there is going to be a wave 
public feeling much bigger than those 
have been experiencing lately, which 
carry us further up the beach to safeti 
only we get ready to take advantagé 
the strength that lies behind it. “Tb 
is a tide in the affairs of men which, t@ 
at the flood, leads on to fortune.” 


JOHN BARCLAY 
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\Pacifist Sociology 
‘HAT can we do about a pacifist soci- 
~ ology ? Keep in touch with the PPU 

social Oruer Commission, says Mr. Dawtry 

Peace News, Dec. 8). 

y' Well, I have watched hopefully and eager- 
'}ly for some ray of hope from that source 

{ Heading that they were to compile a regi- 

5, ster of pacifist smallholders, farmers, 

craftsmen, etc., ] thought — too optimistic- 

ally—" at last something doing a ‘ 

1 wrute the the secretary of the Commis- 
sion at the time of its Leatherhead confer- 
ence. No reply; no news, either in Peace 
News or the PPU journal. I ask, “Is the 

| PPU interested in its Social Order Commis- 

{ sion 2?” ’ . 

s As an ex-member, along with my wife, of 
Ya pacifist land community, I have watched 

’ Peace News for items relating to commum- 
tys They have been very few of late, and 
when, jong since, they did appear, aroused 
no interest. ; 

Qur group failed; and the main reason, I 
think, was that most of the capital was 
borrowed and there was, consequently, not 
enough for anyone to play his part in crea- 
ting a real working group. Money is hard- 
ly saved from working wages and properties 
are expensive. 

No aoubt I shall draw a storm of protest, 
but I think that for a new scheme that will 
work we shaili have to rey largely on people 

© who come trom the working-ciasses and 
have been used to Werking won tneir hands. 

The idea is hard to acquire for other classes, 

even with the best intentions. Some of the 
- people in our group thought .arm-work de- 

grading—they said so and wanted to start 

a school, 

But, necessary as schools are, the first 
‘thing is to be able ta support one’s own 
life without the exploitation of others. Are 
we to allow them to continue in “* degrada- 
tion’? so that we can follow our “nobler” 
calling ? ; 

We have our ethic, and a promised power 
to pursue it: that has all that is necessary 
to save us, given to us 2,000 years ago by 
Jesus, 1f only we can find the way Voluntari- 

»ly to embrace it and embody it in a “new 

sociology.” ROY ASHWORTH 
Rowland Cote, 
Edale Nr. Sheffield. 


Frank Dawtry writes: I sympathise with 
Roy Ashworth, but ask him to give us 
another trial. The register was started 
—it contains five numes and a meeting 
of the five would cost £20. Ata meeting 
of the Social Order Commission on Jan. 
18, we hope to appoint a Secretary who 
will be able to link up interested people, 
and make a positive effort to build the 
register referred to. We hope also to 
arrange a conference in the North so that 
people like Roy Ashworth can have a 
meeting with the rest of us. The new 

: development will be slow, but I think it 
will be real. 


Organised Christianity & Peace 


\ ’ OER Lord that trod the fields of Gallilee 
i was a peace maker who syoke of the 
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$ Union for six years and more recently has 
acted as receptionist, is to their great 
regret leaving London. Her resignation 
; causes a vacancy, and the PPU will be 
"very glad to receive applications from any 
|} reader of Peace News who would like to 

| » take her place. 
uP | ' Office hours are 9.30 to 5.30 (Saturdays 
7 9.30 to 12.30). The work involves receiv- 
\ ling callers at Dick Sheppard House, attend- 
, ing to the telephone switchboard, and re- 
'| sponsibility for the sale of Peace News, 
7 leaflets, badges, etc., from Dick Sheppard 
4 House, and the daily postages. Salary by 
“arrangement. Applications mentioning 
“previous experience and salary required 
should be sent in as soon as possible to 
the General Secretary, Dick Sheppard 
| House, Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 
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al Aa thie ia a free service, we reserve the 
Wright to aelect for publication notices sent 
Tye in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
"yi complete a service as we reasonably can, 
fi ‘and therefore urge organisers of events to: 
1 ‘ 3 
j "yi. Send notices to arrive not 
)}jater than Monday. 


‘y)_ 2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, 
Place (hall, street); nature of 
Jgevent; speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address)—-preferably in 
that order and style. 


f Thursday, January 4 


Thursday, January 11 


LONDON, W.C.2: 12.30 p.m. ~Lincoin’s 
Inn Fields; Open-air Meeting; SyBii-Mor- 
7 3; PPU, 


acenery. 
Saturday, January 13 NAMO...cccsccessecensesecssesencssesscsecsecesessersesens | The Brians, Crich, Near 
wae oN. W.C.1: 2.30 oe Dick aa Ambergate 44. 

Perd House, 6 Endaleigh reet ; on- SaaS SSS SSE SESE EE 
vialence Commission: PPU. LITERATURE, &ec. 
: Addrema...cccssscccccee eeservestseanscslececaegtetccsene cst QUAKERISM Information and Litera- 
Tuesday, January 16 pore copecting the Fei die pace of 
’ - Co-operati the Religious Society o riends, free on 
a: oe erblie aa application ta the Friends’ Home Service 
Ghristian Demand for Peace"; Speakers: | essere sssvevsnnnnnnsssenerieeseesersenccgeseunes | Committee, Friends’ House, 
rape rare, ty, Poetegae eal 6 alae Note ta Newsagent—PEACE NEWS is HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


George Sutherland, MA; SoF. 
_ Wednesday, January 17 
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LETTERS TO 


equality of all men, Surely, the present 
system of power-politics and hatred do not 
conform to his teaching ? 

Either organised Christianity must refuse 
to have anything further to do with war, or 
it must delete fhe Sermon on the Mount 
from the Bible. It is a mockery to pro- 
claim the Gospel of peace from the pulpit 
on Sunday if, on other occasions, militarism 
is tolerated or promoted. 

QGhristian world wutlcok has long ago 
reached a crisis. We need a new conception 
of religion; of capital and labour; of social 
questions. In the present grave state of 
aifairs, when the old rules of morality have 
been discarded, it should be for organised 
Christianity to point the road to peace and 
the unity of humanity. 

The nations must learn to know more and 
more that it is not sane or decent to throw 
youth to the wolves of war. 

Surely, the Bishops and officials of organ- 
ised Christianity are not dumb to world 
events ? R. HOFFMAN 
Berlin. 


Fifty Years Folly 


TINHE period 1900 — 1950 commenced with 
a silly war in South Africa; those de- 
feated in that war now rule there. The 


THE EDITOR 


period closes with an even sillier war in 
Korea, where we are attempting to estab- 
lish a state of affairs whereby a portion of 
an Asiatic Peninsula may permanently defy 
most of the rest of Asia, In between these 
two wars we fought and demilitarised Ger- 
many twice. We now remilitarise her: per- 
haps the idea is that our defenders may 
fight her again. 

Does any ray of sanity penetrate these 
elcuds of lunacy? Is it permissible to hope 
that a Western Gandhi will arise? If he 
did, he would be followed by such a sig- 
nificant minority that the peoples as a whole 
would see through the imbecile antics of 
their statesmen and a new era would begin. 

TOM SULLIVAN 
Belfast. » 


The Golden Rule 


A CCORDING to the Golden Rule, no per- 
+*® son should do to others what he him- 
self is unwilling to have done to him. There- 
fore no person should authorise the use of 
the A-bomb to destroy others unless he him- 
self is willing to be attached to and be de- 
stroyed by the very same bomb. 
ALBERT BEFMAN 
P.O. Box 1082, 
Chicago 90, ITT. 


December 29, 1950, PEACE NEWS-——~ 


Up and doing! 
WELCOME, 1951 


We ushered jn 1950 with a call to 
9,500 readers to work “together in a 
great new effort to increase our sales.” 

We enter 1951 11,000 strong and with 
reports coming in from all over the 
country of individuals and groups 
working hard and effectively in in- 
creasing the circle of people who know 
of the alternative to war. 

_In_ Africa, America and China 
isolated readers have made themselves 


————— ee Se 


one-man ‘ working parties,’’ passing 
on Peace News to likely readers 
amongst their acquaintances. Here at 


| home your local newspapers and maga- 
; zines are likely to reveal writers and 
speakers who are coming closer to paci- 
; fism, can you and a friend spend an 
| evening together going through papers 
and magazines and sending a copy of 
Peace News and perhaps letters to 
| these people in your locality ? 

There are many ways of helping PN. 
| May the New Year find every reader 

resolving to take up one of them. 


H.F.M. 
Circulation last week, 11,200 
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Number three of 


A PEACE ANTHOLOGY 


ADRIAN BRUNEL, playwright and film director, continues to choose from 
his scrapbook of peace and war quotations. 


N his great exhortation to the 
rebellious American colonists, 
beginning with the famous Hine, 
“These are the times that try men’s 
souls,” Thomas Paine goes on to refer 
to what the describes as “ sunshine 
soldiers” and “summer patriots. 
We know the. type; it is like the fair- 
weather sailor, of whom John 
Dryden writes in Astraea Redux: 
“ How easy ’tis, when destiny proves kind, 
With full-spread sails to run before the 
wind.” : 
Most people are apathetic, lazy or afraid 
of asserting themselves until the danger 
that the active and courageous have been 
fighting against is about to overwhelm us. 
The more we can describe this in arrest- 
ing language, the more hope have we in 
getting people to work and to sacrifice for 
peace, as they do for war. 
In The Hind and the Hunter and Absalom 


and Achitopel, Dryden defines war and 
peace: 
“War seldom enters but where wealth 
allures. 


“ And peace itself is war in. masquerade.” 

In his Essay on Satire, he has a line of 
a line that appeals to me as one which, if 
it were put into practise more, might make 
the path to peace an easier one: 

“He wants worth who dares not praise 

a foe.” ; 

In his essay on Satire, he has a line of 
which we might remind ourselves more 
often. 

“Men aim rightest when they shoot in 

jest.” 

Still, “fun” can be terribly cruel—and 
infuriating. Perhaps gentleness, reason 
ing they are sometimes tempered with 
ing how they are sometimes tempered with 
humour. 


* 


I am reminded again of Paine’s “times 
that try men’s souls” by Emerson’s 
frightening line, “ Things are in the saddle 
and ride mankind.” This dramatic des- 
cription of the state of affairs which man- 
kind’s apathy allows to arise, must not be 
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dismissed as defeatism, for Emerson was no 
defeatist and in his essay On Heroism, he 
gives us the bold advice, ‘‘ Always do what 
you are afraid to do.” 

But in spite of his admiration for heroism, 
he was not hypnotised by the feats of the 
professional hero, for he believed that 
“Every hero becomes a bore at last!”” He 
gives further good advice to the individual 
in a line which we fighters for Peace can 
interpret in our own way—‘ Nothing can 
bring you peace but yourself.” 

In case Hitler’s end is not sufficient warn- 
ing to war-minded dictators, Emerson on 
Napoleon should make them think twice 
betore launching a war: 

“Here was an experiment, under the 
most favourable conditions, of the powers 
of intellect without conscience. Never 
was such a leader so endowed and so 
weaponed; never leader found such aids 
and followers. And what was the result 
of this vast talent and power, of these 
immense armies, burned cities, squandered 
_treasures, immolated millions of men, of 
this demoralised Europe? It came to no 
result. All passed away, like the smoke 
of his artillery ...” 
In Edward F'itzGerald’s translation of 

Omar Khayyam’s Rubayat, there is. the 
verse (perhaps my favourite): 

“Ah Love, could you and I with Fate 

conspire 

To grasp this sorry Scheme of Things 

entire, 

Would we not shatter it to bits—and then 


Re-mould it nearer to the Heart's 
Desire!” 
This may not be quite the time 


or the place to refer to shattering to 
bits, but there were no bombs in Omar’s 
day and so we can read the lines pacifically. 
“Could you and I with Fate conspire” 
suggests poetic wishful-thinking about the 
impossible, but nothing is impossible if we 
unite and are determined to rebuild “nearer 
to the Heart’s Desire.” 

My Four Years in Germany by James W. 
Gerard, American Ambassador to Berlin 
(1913-1917), is a book that had a great 
sale when it appeared during the first 
World War, but it is not to be dismissed as 


mere propaganda, A short while ago I re- 
read it with the greatest interest and found 
much valuable and quotable material. 

_ Amongst other revelations he threw some 
interesting light on the activities of Krupps, 
such as their being part-owners of the 
Overseas and Transocean News Agencies, 
and the part they played in the Boer War: 


“ During the Boer War the Germans, 
who openty sympathised with the Boers, 
nevertheless furnished to Great Britain 
great quantities of arms and munitions, 
expressly destined to be used against the 
Boers.” 

% 


There is a great deal in Gerard’s book 
about the domination of Germany by the 
military caste and the general build-up for 
war, including propaganda against Jews 
and the amazing spy-mania of the war 
years. The result was that everyone was 
afraid to talk of peace, as is illustrated by 
the following: 


“Even a year after the commencement 
of the war, there were reasonable people 
in Germany. I met Ballin, head of the 
great Hamburg-America line, on Aug. 9. 
I said to him: ‘When are you going to 
stop this crazy fighting ? . The next day 
Ballin called on me and said that the sen- 
atble people of Germany wanted peace, 
and that without annexation. He told 
me that everyone was afraid to talk 
peace, that each country thought it a 
sign of weakness, and that he had ad- 
vised the Chancellor to put a statement 
in an official paper to say that Germany 
fought only to defend herself, and was 
ready to make an honourable peace. He 
told me that the Emperor at that time 
was against the annexation of Belgium.” 
Another American gives me my next 

quotation. Jay Gould, the railroad mil- 
lhonaire, who died in 1892, was no writer, 
but he has handed down to posterity one 
sentence that gives a revealing insight into 
the a of the man with power: 

“TIT can hire one half of the w in; 
class to kill the other wet onan 


(To be continued) 
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JAPANESE REARMING 
PROTEST 


TPHROUGH Dr. John Haynes Holmes, 
~ Minister Emeritus of Community Church, 
New York, 66 religious leaders and educators 
have issued a statement declaring that they 
are “ deeply disturbed” by reports that “ the 
United States is now pressing for a Japanese 
peace treaty which will place no restriction 
on Japanese rearmament” and will lead to 
the scrapping of “the war-renouncing 
elause ” which was written into “ the consti- 
tution of Japan with the full sanction, if not 
on the initiative of the American Occupa- 
tion.” 


—_ 


the subject of debate in Truro City 
been banned. 

A motion that the earlier ban be lifted 
was supported by.only three members of the 
: Council after a lively discussion which was 

long and at time angry. 
: Truro Labour Party had added its pro- 
test to those of the Trades’ Council, Amal- 
: gamated Engineering Union and Confedera- 

; tion of Health Service Employees, in a letter 

to the Council, 

The Chairman of the Library Committee, 
reports the Royal Cornwall Gazette, said 
his committee were as fond of peace as any- 
one, but the present tendency of Peace News 

| was to attempt to undermine the strength 
| and voluntary service of the country. 

_ The paper was founded with good inten- 
tions by Dick Shenvard—“ A near-saintly 
man ” — but its character had changed. 

He asked the council to retain the ban. 


| Protest from 2,000 


Ald. A. A. Behenna then moved that the 
/ Council rescind its earlier decision to ban 
| Peace News, saying they had fresh docu- 
mentary evidence that a body of citizens 

disagreed with the decision. 
“You have received communications 
from very representative bodies,” he said, 
“ one of which represents at least 2,000 
) organised workers in the city. If you add 
y together the strength of these organisa- 
tions you have a considerable body of 

local opinion.” 

Ald. Behenna said he did not think it was 
an exaggeration to say that the matter was 
/ Causing concern, not so much because of the 
paper itself, but because cf the vrinciple of 
Suppression of the Press that was involved. 
They were treading a very dangerous path 
and it they continued along it they did not 
| know where they might end. Some mem- 


bers of the Library Committee were very 
disturbed about it. 

He disagreed with the views of certain 

papers in the library but wanted to be able 
to read their poinis of view, for it was only 
by reading all points of view that one coud 
decide ‘on the right course. 
} “Surely,” he asked, “in these anxious 
| times we should explore every avenue to 
find a basis for peace ? It is for the pub- 
lic to decide whether it wants the paper 
in the library.” 


| Objected to pledge 


Cir. F. J. Arthur objected to Ald. Be- 
| henna’s use of the word “ suppression” and 
+ said that the committee did not intend to 
: Suppress anything, but had to decide which 
peliodicals should be put in the library. 

The committee was perfectly justified in 
withdrawing a paper from the library if it 
Was printing damaging propaganda, and 
Some of the vropaganua in Peace News 

might be very serious for the country if the 

majority of people took it seriously. 

“ One thing I cbject to,” he said, “is that 
this paper prints a “ peace pledge,” which 
Means that anyone signing it becomes a con- 
sciencious objector. I have no objection to a 
person being one from his own conscience, 
but when they are made by inviting young 
people to sign that pledge, I think it is a 
very serious thing.” 

Clr. W. A, Fillbrook, seconding Ald. Be- 
henna’s motion, said he stood for a principle. 
Even though he did not want the paper in 
his own home, he would not stand in the 

__ way of any ratepayer reading it. 

* Clr. H. J. Teague thought most of the 

committee members mistakenly believed 
: it was an entirely new paper being intro- 
: duced into the library. 

Although he did not agree with the peace 
pledge it contained, he thought that if some 
people wanted the paper they had the right 
to have it in,the library. 

A suggestion was made that subscribing 
members of the library be asked to vote on 
the issue, and it was reported that at. least 
four qther Cornish libraries were not taking 
the paper. 


A Labour objector — 


} 
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Two COs fined £10 


“T SHALL REFUSE TO PAY” 


4 bas young conscientious objectors were fined £10 each at Acton 
Magistrates Court on Wednesday last week for refusing to undergo 


medical examinations for military service. 


They had appeared at the 


Court two days before, when they were ordered to submit to medical 


examinations and released on £5 bail. 

One of the COs, Eric Buckingham, was 
refused exemption from military service by 
the Local and Appellate Tribunals; the 
other, Charles Hyams, had torn up his 
registration card and refused to stand at 
the Tribunals. 

Mr. Davies, solicitor, speaking for Buck- 
ingham, asked that the accused, an agri- 


Keep PN in library, say 2000 


TRURO COUNCIL SAYS ‘NO’ 


PEACE NEWS, and its’ presence or otherwise in the Public Library, has again been 


Council deliberations, and again it has 
felt bound to support the Council’s decision, 
and Ald, J. B. Lodge thought they were giv- 
ing the paper undue publicity. It was given 
away at meetings and if anyone wanted it 
he could have it. Allegiance to the throne 
and the formation of a Civil Defence Corps 
were the examples chosen by Clr. C. Wright 
to show that “a man cannot serve two 
masters.” a 

Because he had seen it given away 

inside copies of the Daily Worker at a 
Communist meeting in London, Clr. Hoskins 
was against the paper, which opposed re- 
armament and all that the Government was 
trying to do. “We want peace,” he said, 
“but not peace at any price which the wolf 
in sheep's clothing is trying to put across 
us. 
Ald. Behenna thought Ch. Hoskins was 
eonfusing Peace News with a Communist 
leaflet, but Clr. Hoskins said he knew what 
he was talking about and was not to be 
moved. 

Referring to a suggestion that Peace 
News was not fit for children to read, Ald. 
Behenna said that if that were so, then 
children should not be allowed to read 
the Bible, which taught the same thing. 

“ This has almost turned into a recruiting 
meeting,” he said, “and I would ask the 
Councillors not to regard it from that stand- 
point, but from cne of what is implied in 
the principles of Peace News. 

“It has been said patriotism is a fine 
thing. I am an ex-Service man. Most of 
those who have spoken cannot claim that 
privilege and they will be the first when 
the call is scunded to do all they can not to 
fight.” 

At this point the Mayor’s bell cut across 
angry murmurs and Clr. Hoskins protested: 
“We cannot stand for that.” : 

Ald. Behenna said that if the Council- 
lors took that stand let them cast a stone 
against those with the conscience and cour- 
age to be conscientious objectors for their 
faith. He was surprised to hear of the 
changed view of one member, and said 
that if that was his honest opinion, there 
was no hope for the future. 

Replying for the Library Committee, the 
Chairman, Clr. Grose, had ‘only one point to 
make: “ Anybody can have peace, this town, 
this country, the world, by appeasement.” 

The Council then voted against three 
votes to keep its decision not to nut Peace 
News back in the reading room. 


For the record: Dick Sheppard founded the 
PPU, not Peace News, which was the 
venture of a group of pacifist journalists 
an 1936. Peace News was not given away 
inside the Daily Worker. 


ee 


PPU BANNED FROM 
TOWN HALL 


APENTION of a banned list of organisa- 
S tions to which Hornsey Borough Coun- 
cil will not let the Town Hall! was made last 
week, when the Council decided not to make 
it available to the Peace Pledge Union. 

Opposing the decision, Ald. Hynd 
(Labour), who did not think his remarks 
would make any impression on the Council 
in its present mood, said he had been watch- 
ing with growing concern the number of 
organisations being put on the banned list. 

“Ts anyone going to link the Peace 
Pledge Union with the Communist Party?” 
he asked. 

He described the Council's 
“very dangerous.” 

Later he said that the PPU was very 
largely made up of. Quakers—“ presumably 
they will be next on the list.” 

“You are looking for the man under 
the bed all the time,” said Ald. Bailey 
(Labour). “A man still has the right to 
be a pacifist if he wants to without being 
called a Communist.” 

Clr. Neil Muldoon (Con.), Chairman of 
the Finance Committee, described the PPU 
as “the movement that during the last war 
carried on propaganda for a negotiated 
peace.” 

It had instructed COs during the war, he 
went on, and was a movement that only last 
year held a great rally against the Atlantic 
Treaty. It had also been asscciated with 
the Communist-dominated World Peace Ral- 
1 


policy as 


y- S : 

“It was its past history and present 
propaganda which we had in mind when we 
refused,” he said. 


FOOTNOTE: Councillor Muldoon forgets 
that Mr. Bevin himself now regrets the 
policy of unconditional surrender (Han- 
sard, July 21, 1949). 


cultural worker, be given three monthhs’ 
imprisonment so that he could again go 
before the Appellate Tribunal. 

He suggested to the Chairman of the 
Court, Mr. Page Taylor, that it was “in 
the national interest’ for Buckingham to 
return to land-work as soon as possible. 

He said Buckingham was almost 21 years 
old, and at that age would be liable to serve 
a prison sentence. 

Buckingham, as an agricultural-worker, 
was originally exempted from military ser- 
vice. He became liable for call-up earlier 
this year when, because of tonsillitis, he 
left the land and took a job as a builder. 


“T shall not pay fine ” 


Charles Hyams, a member of the Peace 
Pledge Union, was to have gone to London 
University to study law in October of this 
year. 

Although he had registered provisionally 
as a CO in June, he subsequently destroyed 
his registration card, refused to appear 
before the Local Tribunal and twice refused 
to submit to a medical examination. 

He told the Chairman: “In the event of 
a fine I shall refuse to pay it.” 


Ex-Servicemen to War Office: 


WE RENOUNCE WAR 


JUST feel that I must do everything 
possible to awaken other ex-Servicemen 
to the danger of a further war,” says a 
Class “Z” reservist, in forwarding a copy 
of a letter setting out his views to Peace 
News. ‘“‘ Perhaps the actual example of 
another reservist might help more than a 
lot of precept.” 

In his letter to the Officer i/c Records of 
the Royal Armoured Corps, explaining his 
conversion to pacifism, C. ‘Holland-Skinner 
says: “ During the late war, I saw action 
in Italy, but not until it was over did I 
realise what I had really been doing in its 
full significance. 

“T now know that as a Christian I must 
endeavour always, in every conscious action 
and thought, to be a follower of Christ—not 
just a mute witness. 

“T trust that this small explanation will 
be of some help in understarding my change 
of heart: from Serviceman to Pacifist. 


War solves no problems 


“Tam convinced that Christ himself would 
never take any part in warfare, or in any 
preparation for it. under any circum- 
stances whatscever. 

“I have seen the fruits of war, on the 
Continent and in Britain. It solves no 
problems whatsoever, but creates a 
thousand-fold more than before. The 
innocent—the children and women whom 
it claims to protect—are probably the 
heaviest sufferers of all. 

“T renounce war and all preparation for 
it, and also all service, armed or non- 
combatant, which can be used to make war 
possible. 


War Office replies 


Mr. Russell Spruce, another = ex- 
Serviceman and Class Z reservist, has 
written to his local recruiting office saying 
that in no circumstances will he be avail- 
able for re-call to the Army. 

He was prompted to this action by a 
leaflet he received frem*the War Office 
entitled “Suppose you were called up 
again.” 

“The War Office replied: “The only 
competent judges of a man’s conscientious 
objection are the statutory tribunals 
under the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. If at any future date 
you are called upon for further service, 
you should report as ordered, when your 
position under the then existing reguia- 
tions will be made known to you.” 

The letter was signed by the Director of 

Personal Services 

Over 300 enquiries from Class Z 
Reservists have been received recently by 


‘ 


| the Central Board for Conscientious Objec- 


tors, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C 1 
RAF man objects 


AN aircraftsman who, with only six 
~™ months still left to serve, decided to 
make a stand as a conscientious objector 
was one of the cases heard at the London 
Appellate Tribunal last Friday. 

In October Paul Grove was absent from 
the RAF without leave; and at a subse- 
quent Court Martial was sentenced to 92 
days’ imprisonment. 

He became a Jehovah’s Witness about 
four months before he decided to make his 
stand; and during ‘his leave of absence 
he preached from house to house in South 
London. 

Grove, originally. a cinema operator, told 
the Chairman of the Tribunal, Sir Michael 
McDonnell, that he now planned to do only 
part-time work. The rest of the time he 
would devote to preaching. 

No decision was announced. ¥ 

Sir Michael McDonnell said the Tribunal 
would forward their advice to the Air 
Ministry. 

Among those given conditional exemp- 
tion was Steven MacFarlane, a 22-year- 
old architect. hn 

He said he was employed as an archi- 
tect at the Sheffield Peaee Congress, and 
that the “violent arguments ” he had there 
with people of other views had helped him 
to become more sure of his own pacifist 
convictions. 
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ybil Morrison’s 
CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


If one tries to end strife by strife, there 
will be strife for ever. Forbearance alone 
cat end strife, and this is truly a precious 
aw. 


—Analects of Confucius 
I renounce war and I will never support 


or sanction another. 
{tT is usual at the beginning of a new year 
to resolve upon some course of action 
which has been found difficult to carry out 
in the past. Each first of January is 
heralded with acclamations, not because 
any sudden change or upheaval has taken 
place between one minute to twelve on Dec. 
31 and twelve o’clock on Jan 1, but because 
“a clean page,” “a new leaf,” “a fresh 
start’ appeals, everlastingly, to the child 
in all of us. 


It is comforting to think that, after all, - 
it is possible to make a new beginning at’ 
this specially chosen time which follows so 
closely upon the season of goodwill. The’ 
shopping and the celebrations, which have 
had an effect of holiday-making long before 
the actual holiday arrives, is over and the 
return to wark and everyday conditions ~ 
tunes in well with the idea of pious resolu- 
tions for a new year. 


Shadow over the New Year 


It is a tragic shadow which is cast upon 
the coming year by the new European 
Army, not yet on the march, but in the 
making, supported by German air fighters 
and led by an American general. The 
storm may not be yet upon us, but the 
clouds are gathering and massing while the 
thunder of the guns in the Far East drowns. 
the voices raised for peace. 


It is obvious that threats and counter J 
threats backed up by armed forces will in-@ 
evitably lead to war, and it may be to an 
atomic war, yet the parrot cry still goes- 
up from every side: “arm for peace.” 
ven if an agreement to ban the atom bomb 3 
had been reached it would have made little 
or no difference to the present conftict, 
since there is no will to agree. ’ 


It is often forgotten by those who concen- | 
trate upon the banning of the atom bomb on 
the grounds of its ‘‘ long-term consequences 
in terms-of human suffering,” that in this ! 
country today there are still men in men-. 
tal homes, shell-shocked and shattered from 
the first world war; that there are men so- 
disfigured that they must be shut away from 
human eyes; that there are thousands of 4 
people blinded and mutilated beyond re- 
pair as the result of wars fought without 
the atom bomb. [ 


_It is perhaps more horrifying when such ~ 
disasters occur to large masses of people, 
as was the case in Hiroshima, but there is 
no individual life which is of greater or 
lesser mportance than the sum total of 
human life. 


_In spite of the lying phrase: “loss of 
life was negligible,” so constantly used ~ 
after the bombing raids on this country, 
there is, in fact, no person whose life is — 
“neglible” either’ to themselves, or to those 
who love them. 


Defeat the defeatists 


_It is not the atom bomb alone which is a, 
sin against humanity; it is war itself which 
violates the whole meaning of humanity and 
the essential concept of jood. ' 


Many people believe this to be true, but 4 
the policy of defeatism now adopted by this” 
country is viewed with a despairing and 
apathetic hopelessness by ordinary citizens, 
some of whom are sure that Russia means 
to enforce Communism upon an unwilling 
world, and others who are convinced that 
America is determined to remain the domi« 
nating power in the West. All are cer- 


tain that there is nothing at all the 
do about it. 7 ie 


This is not true, and it is the right time te 
make a “fresh start.” There is only one 
way to do away with war, and that is tc 
renounce it as a method, to seek instead the 
way of reason over anger, of forberance ane 
tolerance over arrogance and armies; this 
is the meaning of the pacifist pledge. | 
millions would take that pledge wars woul 
cease, It is a good resolution for 1951. 


Emrys Hughes, M.P. 
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